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Big Hopes for a Slow
Opera:

by Nathan Schneider

Restoring Virtue to Its Feet with the Met’s Satyagraha

“No, not satya-graha,”
whispered one of them, rolling
her eyes again. “Satya-agraha!”
The handful of adult students
from the American Sanskrit
Institute in New Jersey were
having a visibly great time, even
though Philip Glass
mispronounced the name of his

own opera. They had come from

around the Northeast for a Photos by Nathan Schneider.

weekend of grammar and

pilgrimage. Its climax on Monday night was attending the Metropolitan
Opera’s Satyagraha, which recounts Mohandas Gandhi’s early years in
South Africa.

For weeks, the students had been preparing passages from the Bhagavad
Gita, the ancient Sanskrit text from which the opera draws its libretto. The
afternoon before the show, they talked with an Indian swami about
satyagraha—literally “truth-force”—Gandhi’s method of nonviolent resistance
that depends on a rigorous spirituality of self-surrender. The project was the
students’ idea, and they treated their teacher, Vyaas Houston, to the trip as
well. They carried with them the sense of being present for something great,

hidden among whispers to one another about pronunciation.
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“An indispensable history for
anyone who actually believes that
grassroots activism can change
politics in this country for the
better" ~GLENN GREENWALD,
Salon.com columnist

“Hamm proves his thesis and it's
one all need to hear: that the best
Journalism Is an argument with
power.” ~LAURA FLANDERS,
host of the Laura Flanders Show
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