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Can a dose of religion save Washington Square Park?

“Killing? I thought it was
renovation,” says Ben, an
SUV-driving pop artist. He is a
character in “Revolt of the

_ EXPRESS Castrati,” a new play by Edwin
ART ARTSEEN Lynch. Lynch reads Ben’s line
BOOKS MUSIC under Judson Memorial
DANCE FILM Church’s grand arch enclosing a
THEATER FICTION La Farge rose window. He was
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right to be perplexed; that night,

L (O CO NI from what was said and done

| and from the thing in question,

it was hard to know the
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difference.

Inside Judson Memorial Church.

On the evening of February 6th, Judson held an Ash Wednesday service for
Washington Square Park. It was billed as part elegy, part political action. Rev.
Donna Schaper, the church’s Senior Minister, made sure there was no
mistake about the church’s explicit use of a day traditionally set aside to recall

human sinfulness: “We do not equate Washington Square Park with Jesus!”

Just across the street, behind a chain-link fence, construction equipment lay
scattered in the park. The fence first went up around the central fountain on
December 19th. Rev. Schaper, despite serving on an advisory board for the
proposed renovation, didn’t know it would really happen until coming to work
that day. Since 2005, the Parks Department’s effort to redesign Washington
Square Park has been mired in committees and lawsuits against the
resistance of some neighborhood residents. The plans involve narrowing
paths, erecting a new wrought-iron fence, and moving the park’s fountain to
align it with the iconic arch. In the process, the open spaces where street

performers and artists have operated will shrink.
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“An indispensable history for
anyone who actually believes that
grassroots activism can change
politics in this country for the
better" ~GLENN GREENWALD,
Salon.com columnist

“Hamm proves his thesis and it's
one all need to hear: that the best
journalism Is an argument with
power.” ~LAURA FLANDERS,
host of the Laura Flanders Show
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